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As a new federal employee, you are now a member of one of the most generous workforces in the world.  Every year federal employees worldwide donate millions of dollars through the Combined Federal Campaign.  Through the CFC, you and your colleagues are able to donate to thousands of local, national, and international charities.
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What is the Combined Federal Campaign?
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Glad you asked!  The Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) is the only authorized workplace giving campaign for federal employees.  Established by Executive Order in 1961, it continues to be the largest and most successful workplace fundraising model in the world.  There are currently more than 200 local CFCs.  The Northern Lights CFC covers a large area in the upper Midwest, covering Minnesota and parts of Iowa, Wisconsin, North and South Dakota.   It has raised approximately $1 million annually.
How does it work?
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The CFC is held every fall from September 1 through December 15.  During that period, you can expect a friendly CFC coordinator from your agency to contact you, and provide you with the opportunity to participate.  You can fill out a pledge form either electronically or using a paper pledge.  You can give a one-time donation or request a payroll deduction pledge.  A payroll deduction pledge means that you choose to have a certain amount of money deducted from your paycheck for the next year beginning in the first pay period in January of the following year.  You can designate on the pledge form any particular charities you wish to receive your pledge.  Also, the CFC is a great resource to find services and volunteer opportunities at local charities.
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How do I pick a charity?
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Your coordinator will give you a copy of our Charity List.  You can also check out the charities at our internet website, www.northernlightscfc.org.
How does a charity get listed in the Charity List?
Charities must apply to the campaign every year.  A committee of federal employees reviews each application to ensure it adheres to the regulations set forth by the Office of Personnel Management (OPM).  Every charity in our Charity List has been verified as a nonprofit recognized by the Internal Revenue Service and meets the strict requirements set forth in the CFC regulations.
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There are four very good reasons to give through the CFC.
· Choice.  Your donation goes directly to the causes that mean the most to you. Help the environment, find cures for disease, aid victims of disaster and more. 
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· Confidence.   We keep administrative costs low.  That means more dollars go directly to your causes.  You can trust that every dollar you give is accounted for and used wisely.  In addition, an annual campaign audit is performed ensuring your designated dollars are distributed properly

· Convenience.   Give through payroll deduction and watch your dollars make a difference. 
· Charities Like It. It’s actually more convenient and less costly for charities to receive a quarterly check from the CFC than to process individual payments from several hundred donors.
How can I get more information about 

the Northern Lights Combined Federal Campaign?
For more information, please visit our website, www.northernlightscfc.org.  There you will find the latest news and information.  You can also learn about community volunteer projects. And you are always welcome to call our office at 651-647-6491 or email: cfc@communitysharesmn.org.  We would be happy to answer any questions you have.

Thank you for letting us share a little bit about the Northern Lights Combined Federal Campaign!
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